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Letter from the editor 

Happy July! I hope everyone had a 
wonderful Fourth of July celebration.  
The Orchards Group neighborhoods  
had an extremely busy spring welcoming 
many new faces to both The Orchards  
of Brannon Oak Farm and the Orchards  
of East Cherokee. 

The Orchards of East Cherokee has been 
especially busy. Several new homeowners  
have moved in, and our social activities are 
really starting to pick up! The covered dish 
event in July had our biggest turnout yet with more than 30 homeowners coming to the 
clubhouse to meet new friends. East Cherokee now has more than 50 homeowners and is 
turning out to be a really beautiful community!

The Orchards of Brannon Oak Farm has also been busy with new move-ins! We always 
have a large turnout to the community events, and it is exciting to have some new faces in 
the crowd. The Orchards of Brannon Oak now boasts more than 150 homeowners! 

Now for the bittersweet news: As some of you know by now, I have regretfully resigned 
from The Orchards Group effective the end of June. My husband Brad has received an 
incredible opportunity with The Gates Corporation in Denver, Colo., so we’re loadin’ up 
the wagon and heading West! 

This opportunity came upon us very suddenly and has given us very little time to  
prepare to move, so please accept my sincere apologies for this “post event” notice. 
I most certainly have mixed emotions about this. While it will certainly be sad to say 
goodbye, the thought of living in the Rocky Mountain region already has our outdoorsy 
family excited.

I wish all of you the very best, both those I know and those I have not had the pleasure to 
meet. I will miss my Orchards Group family tremendously. Please know that this has been 
the most satisfying job I have had in my career. For that, I thank you.

Fondly, 

Stacy Wheelus

Wheelus family at a Braves game
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The Orchards of East Cherokee.  Two Exciting New 
Single-Family Plans. With continued sales success at 
this wonderful neighborhood, we are excited to 
announce that we have started two new single-family 
home plans. The first plan, the Hawthorne, is a slightly 
scaled down version of our very popular Haverford plan. 
Still featuring two large bedrooms plus a den, island 
kitchen and welcoming great room, this plan also 
features a large screened porch for “protected” outdoor 
living. The home is being built on homesite # 139 and 
backs up to very large, open green space. Right next 
door on homesite # 140 is our ever popular Winston 
plan, highlighted by two bedrooms plus a parlor and a 
very large gourmet kitchen. This time we have replaced 
the Winston’s sunroom with a screened porch that also 
face open green space. Both of these plans are exciting 
to see, and we invite you to come out and get a glimpse 
for yourself. And don’t forget the amenities at this lovely 
community include a Grand Clubhouse complete with 
fitness center and gathering rooms, swimming pool and 
outdoor grill area. Lastly, the social fiber of the 
neighborhood is really picking up with so many closings 
and new faces joining in. Come see us soon.  Model 
Home: 770-345-5409 

The Orchards of Brannon Oak Farm. New Model 
Homes! Opening new model homes is always exciting 
as we feature some new twists on classic ideas. Both the 
Ashewood and Charleston Ranch Condominiums have 
undergone cosmetic improvements both inside and out; 
the curtain rises the 3rd week of July.

“We have listened to what our homebuyers have told us 
about design trends and have incorporated them into 
our plans,” said Craig Smith, sales associate.

Craig’s partner, Deborah Reahm added, “Traditional 
10-foot ceilings instead of vaulted ceilings, crown 
moldings in living rooms and dining rooms, larger 
rectangular transom accent windows instead of half 
rounds, plus other ideas have made these two highly 
successful floorplans that much better.” 

Brannon Oak Farm enjoys a wonderful location, just 1 
mile from The Avenue shopping center and Georgia 400 
(at exit 13). Easy access southbound to Atlanta or 
northbound to the Georgia mountains and Lake Lanier 
make this location very convenient. We invite you to 
come out and see what all the excitement is about. Sales 
at The Orchards of Brannon Oak Farm have been brisk 
since January, with more than 140 homes now sold in 
the neighborhood. More sales equals more construction, 
so everyday is a new day at Brannon Oak Farm. Come 
see us soon. Model Home: 678-513-8879



Ready for Move In Today:  
The Orchards Group Homes

the orchards of east cherokee

Homesite 1703
The ever-popular Ashewood ranch condominium. Model home with lots of 
upgrades including 5-inch hardwood floors, built-in bookcases, covered front 
porch, granite vanity tops with upgraded plumbing fixtures, upstairs activity 
room, stainless appliances. Was $263,840; Now $234,900.

Homesite 99
Courtyard living at its best. The Belmont. A very attractive, traditional single-
family home with wonderful interior finishes including extensive site finished 
hardwoods, upgraded paint and carpet, light maple and granite kitchen, high 
level plumbing and light fixtures. Enjoy the privacy! Was $293,645; Now 
$259,950.

Homesite 2203
Want a bargain? This is the most affordable 2-bedroom/2-bathroom new home 
we have. The Asheville plan features outdoor patio, upgraded paint, built-in 
bookcases, oil rubbed bronze plumbing fixtures plus much more. Must see. 
Was $229,035; Now $189,900.

4

www.orchardsGroup .com www.orchardsGroup .com

H o m E S  o f  t H E  m o N t H
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Homesite 2203

Homesite 99



the orchards of Brannon oak farm

Homesite 4101
If you’ve not seen the single-level version of our Villa homes, you’ve missed 
some of the best new floorplans we offer. The Cypress Ranch features 2 
bedrooms, 2 baths, den, screened porch, abundant hardwood floors, trey 
ceilings, upgraded kitchen cabinetry, attic storage and lovely rear yard with 
large patio. Was $334,200; Now $299,650.

Homesite 1801 
Model Home. What a wonderful opportunity to own a Charleston ranch 
condominium fully decked out with upgrades. Extensive hardwood floors, 
charcoal glazed kitchen cabinets, three-sided fireplace, granite vanity tops, 
upgraded lighting and plumbing plus so much more! Was $348,900; Now 
$327,500. 

Homesite 1704
Brand new, just completed. Our most popular 2-bedroom/2-bath ranch 
condominium now available at an affordable price. We exchanged the upstairs 
activities room for true walk up storage and still included the wonderful 
sunroom option. Features extensive hardwoods, 10-foot ceilings with crown 
moldings, maple cabinets with granite tops. A great buy! Was $277,315; Now 
$ 258,525.

www.orchardsGroup .com
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Eating is one of life’s pleasures, but some people 
lose interest in eating and cooking as they get older. 
They may find that food no longer tastes good. 
They may find it harder to shop for food or cook; 
others may have problems chewing or digesting 
the food they eat. 

Why Not Eating Can Be Harmful
If you don’t feel like eating because of problems 
with chewing, digestion or gas, talk with your 
doctor or a registered dietitian. Avoiding some 
foods could mean you miss out on needed vitamins, 
minerals, fiber or protein. Not eating enough could 
mean that you don’t consume enough nutrients 
and calories.

Problems With Taste or Smell?
One reason people lose interest in eating is that 
their senses of taste and smell change with age. 
Foods you once enjoyed might seem to have less

flavor when you get older. Some medicines can 
change your sense of taste or make you feel less 
hungry. Talk with your doctor if you have no 
appetite, or if you find that food tastes bad or has 
no flavor.

If you don’t feel like eating because food no longer 
tastes good, you can enhance the flavor of food 
by cooking meals in new ways or adding different 
herbs and spices. 

Try New Dishes
Making small changes in the way you prepare your 
food can often help overcome challenges to eating 
well. These changes can help you to enjoy meals 
more. They can also help make sure that you get 
the nutrients and energy you need for healthy, 
active living. 
 •  Look for ways to combine foods from the 

different food groups in creative ways. You can 
do this while continuing to eat familiar foods 
that reflect your cultural, ethnic, or family 
traditions.

 •  Experiment with ethnic foods, regional dishes 
or vegetarian recipes.

 •  Try out different kinds of fruits, vegetables and 
grains that add color to your meals.

 •  Try new recipes from friends, newspapers, 
magazines, television cooking shows or cooking 
websites.

 •  Take a cooking class to learn new ways to 
prepare meals and snacks that are good for you. 
Grocery stores, culinary schools, community 
centers and adult education programs offer 
these classes.

Meals are an important part of our lives. They give 
us nourishment and a chance to spend time with 
friends, family members and others. If physical 
problems keep you from eating well or enjoying 
meals, talk with a health care professional.

Source: www.nihseniorhealth.gov 

Eating Well as You Get Older

H E a L t H  m a t t E r S

6

www.orchardsGroup .com

6



www.orchardsGroup .com

7

www.orchardsGroup .com

c r o S S W o r d



In March, we closed our last home in The Orchards of 
Habersham Grove. This has been such a wonderful 
neighborhood established with a great group of people. 
I am honored to call them friends for the last five years. 
So many of them have amazing life stories and, of 
course, will continue to make memories with their own 
friends and families as well as their neighbors. Many 
have taken trips together, many have taken day trips and 
many have gotten together just to spend an afternoon 
with friends. 

To mark the last closing, The Orchards catered a barbeque 
luncheon for all of the homeowners, and we had more 
than 75 join us for lunch. It was so fulfilling to see many 
of the homeowners who I hadn’t seen in months. 
Everyone had a great time chatting with Mitch Block, our 
sales and marketing director; Craig Smith, the sales agent 
for The Orchards of Habersham Grove; and myself. 

Some of these Habersham friends have watched my kids 
grow up just as they have seen their own grandchildren 
grow and change. Most of all, I want to thank all the 
homeowners at The Orchards of Habersham Grove for 
just being good friends to me over the years. You are a 
great group of people!

— Stacy Wheelus

THE OrCHardS OF  
HaBErSHaM GrOvE
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Each summer for the past three years, 
Barnsley Gardens resort in nearby 
adairsville, Ga., has featured its Firefly 
Nights Series.

according to the events website 
atlantaBuzz.com: Big band songs play 
while couples twirl around the dance 
floor. Fireflies glimmer in the distance as 
guests sip cocktails on the resort’s lawn 
in front of stunning ruins illuminated by 
candlelight. These award winning nights 
of enchantment are presented on select 
Saturdays – July 7, July 21, aug. 4 and  
aug. 18. 

visitors to Barnsley Gardens can create a 
weekend getaway with dinner the resort’s 
The rice House before the Firefly Nights 
event. Luxury hotel suites and guest 
cottages are also available. To learn more 
about planning a visit to Barnsley Gardens 
resort, visit www.barnsleyresort.com or 
call 877-773-2447.

ESCaPE wiTH 
THE FirEFLiES

W E E k E N d  G E t a W a Y
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The Orchards Group offers any of The Orchards homeowners a place to list classified ads for free. We will advertise personal items 
only; no real estate sales, please. This section will be offered on a first come, first served basis. We will need to know the item for 
sale, your asking price and your phone number. Due to production deadlines, we will need your information by the first of each 
month. Then your ad will appear in the subsequent month’s new letter. It’s easy! Just email Mitch Block your ad of 25 words or less to  
mjblock@orchardsgroup.com or fax your ad attn: Mitch Block to 678-762-1806.

In order to keep interest in the classified ad section, we will only keep an item in for 3 issues. After it appears in the 
third issue the ad will be pulled.

FOR SALE

Mitsubishi TV with stand 621N, brand new 
lamp. Like new. Paid $4,500. $500 OBO. 

Table pad made by sentry burgandy  
2 pads two leaves new in box. Paid $200. 

$125 OBO. Moving Sale must go 
Call William at 678-373-1179. 

Plaid couch (gold, navy, and red tones) 
$400. Two navy club chairs $125 each. 

Purchase all for $575. Call JoAnn at 
678-923-5739.

Jackie Replica 1953. Cream mohair 9” 
long. 2189/10,000. Bought new in 1987 

for $300. Asking $225. Call John at 
770-889-6601.

Dining Room Table and 4 chairs. Cherry 
color with distressed look, rectangular 
shape. TV Stand-Glass top/black. Both 
only a few years old. Call Caroline at 

678-349-2206. 

Florida room coffee table and end table – 
antique white wood with glass top; perfect 
condition. Coffee table $75, end table $50. 

Call Dorothy at 678-349-2265.

Round patio table and 4 chairs –beige/
cream color with Plexiglas top; perfect 
condition; always used in covered area. 

$250 or best offer. Call Dorothy at 
678-349-2265.

Stationary exercise bike – perfect condition, 
hardly used, always indoors, handlebars 

with rowing motion option. $50. Call 
Dorothy at 678-349-2265.

Black TV stand with glass door compart-
ment. $25 or best offer. Call Dorothy at 

678-349-2265.

Bathroom Faucets. Delta Innovations - 
Brushed Nickel/Brass. (1) w/2 handles & 
(1) single lever. Orig. $190 each / Asking 

$60 each. (9) Brass Decorative Cabinet 
Knobs - $2 each. Call Sharyn 678-242-0251

Barco Lounger – Like New! Navy small print 
with pop-up head rest. Small matching neck 
pillow. MUST GO - $350. Call 770-343-8075

Queen bed comforter set in burgundy. 
Includes skirt, sham reversible like new 
paid $350 asking $75 OBO. Call William 

678-373-1179. 

Pride Mobility Jazzy Select. Gently Used. 
$1,500. Call Rose 678-277-9900.

“Relax your back” chair. Bought locally 
1 year ago, specifically made to ease 

discomfort with back. Paid $2000. Asking 
$975. Call Joanne at 770-664-7172.

42 inch round first quality glass. 1/2 inch 
thick with 1 inch bevel and polished edge 
glass would make a beautiful table top 

or as protection for a 42inch wood table. 
$175. Call Judy 770-886-6346.

Singer Sewing machine in cabinet. Good 
condition. $125. Call Gladys 678-417-1939.

WANTED
A used portable oxygen concentrator. 

Call Faye at 770-664-8452 

Good used lawnmower.  
Call Pamela at 770-754-4717.

Used ‘Vespa’ with low mileage. Good  
condition. Call Pamela at 770-754-4717.
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sPeciaL offer to new orchards customers. If you are interested in one of our three currently marketed new 

The Orchards neighborhoods and have a home to sell that is NOT currently on the market, contact me immediately to discuss 

our Special Listing Incentive Program designed for sellers just like you. call today: 404-290-2330.

dEar friENdS 
& NEiGHborS,

Happy Fourth of July! I hope all of you have  
a chance to go out and enjoy one of the  
fireworks displays sponsored by a local city or 
parks department.

It has been an extremely active summer so far. 
Homes are selling and leasing very quickly. It’s 
still a great time to sell or buy a home. Interest 
rates are at an all-time low, and home sales are 
on the rise for the first time in three months.

To help your home sell more quickly, remember 
the sunshine spotlights your windows. Make  
sure they are all squeaky clean. Don’t forget to 
keep your entryways uncluttered and accented 
with healthy flowers or plants. First impressions 
are everything for your buyer. Keep this 
thought in mind as you plan your early summer 
maintenance projects!

Have a great month and please call me if I may 
be of help to you, a friend or a neighbor.

Best Regards, 

Geri Beckmann, Orchards’ Resale Specialist 
404-290-2330 Direct, 678-795-0200 
Visit my website www.orchardsgroup.com/resale/

aLL our homes are oPen to the PuBLic once a month.  caLL  

678-795-0200, if you are interested in visiting an oPen house. 

for saLe 

Orchards of Windward. 2925 Oakside Circle. A true 3-bedroom in a wonderful gated community. Close 
to shopping and easy access to GA 400. This home has many upgrades and is in perfect condition. Great 
location in the community, close to the very active clubhouse. Come and enjoy a carefree, active lifestyle. Very 
reasonably priced at $225,000.

for Lease 

Orchards at Sugar Loaf Parc. Canterbury floor plan with third bedroom den conversion. Hardwoods in 
all living areas. Chef’s kitchen with cherry cabinets and granite countertops. Skylights in the sunroom. Easy 
access to I-85. Priced at $215,000. For lease at $1,500.

Brannon Oak Farms. Beautiful Asheville plan. Upstairs suite complete. Three bedrooms and three baths. 
Every upgrade that was offered, in pristine condition. Enjoy the active lifestyle of Brannon Oak Farms and be 
close to shopping with easy access to GA 400.

soLd 

Orchards of East Cherokee. 162 Owens Farm Lane. Beautiful courtyard home.  SOLD!

JULY rESaLES  
& LiStiNGS...


